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all the King's subjects were as faithful as I have
been/ He was beheaded over the trunk of a tree.
Then Valderrabano and Botello met the same fate.
The wretched old murderer was close to, gloating
over it, with his eye between the canes of a thin
wall It was past sunset. The people came to
him and entreated him to spare Aguello, who
had tried to send the warning. He replied: ' I
would sooner die than spare one of them/

The miscreant was never punished. The
authorities at San Domingo protested against the
outrage; but Pedrarias had interest at Court.
His wife was a niece of the Countess of Amoyo,
a powerful lady ; so the crime was condoned, and
the subsequent residencies of Pedrarias was a farce.

The death of Vasco Nunez de Balboa was one
of the greatest calamities that could have happened
to South America at that time. He had collected
his little fleet in the Gulf of San Miguel, and was
about to sail into the unknown ocean which he had
discovered. The conquest of Peru would have been
a very different story from that which is inter-
woven with the ill-omened name of Pizarro. For
Vasco Nunez was a very different man. He had
the true genius of a statesman and a warrior, was as
humane and judicious as he was firm of purpose